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Disclaimer

• Historic census records are maintained and released by the National 
Archives and Records Administration, not the U.S. Census Bureau

• Historical content on the Census Bureau history site and in historical 
census documents may contain outdated terminology or views which, 
reflecting the authors’ attitudes or that of the period in which the 
item was written, may be considered inappropriate or offensive today

• This information is for illustration only, not a reflection of the Census 
Bureau commentary on or approval of any particular person, 
historical event, or action
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Origins of the Census
U.S Constitution, Article 1, Section 2

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a 
Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other 
Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after 
the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 
direct. The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; 
and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 
shall be entitled to chuse [sic] three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island 
and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New 
Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia 
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.
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General Notes on Census Sources

- Only the head of household was listed by name until 1850.
- Excludes enslaved persons until 1870 and “Indians not taxed” until 1940.

- Enumerators completed census forms.
- Race, spellings of names, and other entries are sometimes different from other 
historical records.
- Life dates are not accurate in some cases.

- Final Reports reflect the politics and environment of the time and get increasingly complex 
and professional throughout our country’s history.
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First Censuses
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New Mexico Territory Decennial Censuses
1850-1870
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1880 Census
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Captain Dave Numana
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1890 Census
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Value of Final Reports
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1900 and 1910 Decennial Censuses-
Special Schedules
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1907 Census of Oklahoma and Indian Territory-
Seminole County Only Remaining Schedules
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1920 and 1930
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Kathryn Dykanoff Seller
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1940
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1950
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1960 - 2020
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Where to find these resources?
Final Reports (1880 Report on Alaska, 1890, 1910 and 1930 Final Reports on AIAN 
populations): https://www.census.gov/prod/www/decennial.html

1940 Census Records:
https://1940census.archives.gov/

Other Census Records:
Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, Genealogy.com or MyHeritage.com
Your local library most likely has one of these available to use for free!

Microfilm Census Rolls: https://www.archives.gov/research/census/using-microfilm-catalogs

https://www.census.gov/prod/www/decennial.html
https://1940census.archives.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/using-microfilm-catalogs
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To learn more, please visit-
www.census.gov/history

https://www.census.gov/library/publications.html

data.census.gov

For questions, or more information, please contact:

Chris Martin

Historian
Phone: (301) 763-2206

Christopher.martin@census.gov

http://www.census.gov/history
https://www.census.gov/library/publications.html

