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Meet Your Presenter

Kimberly Davis joined the U.S. Census Bureau in 
2008 to serve as a clerk for the Partnership and 
Data Services Program.  During the 2010 Census, 
Kimberly worked in the Tribal and Government 
divisions of the Denver Regional Office Partnership 
Program assisting with outreach and marketing 
efforts.  

Currently, Kim lives in Denver, Colorado, and is a 
Data Dissemination Specialist of Customer Liaison 
and Marketing Services Office, serving the states of 
Colorado, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming.
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Learning Object

• AMERICAN INDIAN ALASKA NATIVE POPULATION

• TRIBAL GEOGRAPHY 

• DATA AVAILABILITY

• HOW TO FIND DATA  FOR AIAN POPULATIONS 

AND TRIBAL AREAS
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Questions & Answer



1.

Census 101



What Do We Do? 

Every 10 Years

Decennial Census- population and housing count of 
all 50 states and U.S. territories

Every 5 Years

Economic Census - official measure of American 
businesses 

Census of Governments

Ongoing – Annually, Monthly, Weekly

More than 100 surveys & programs - including, 
the American Community Survey, Survey of 
Business Owners

Other Programs, including: 

Annually - Population Estimates Program

https://www.census.gov/about/who.html

U.S. Code Title 13 and 26
by law, the Census Bureau cannot release any identifiable 

information about a person, home or business.

https://www.census.gov/about/who.html


• Census Tracts
• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 

4,000)
• 480 to 3,200 housing units

• Census Block Groups
• 600 to 3,000 population
• 240 to 1,200 housing units

• Blocks are not defined by population and are 
the smallest geographic level at which data are 
ever released  (Decennial Census, not the ACS)

Geography Matters

Did you know?

• Places are Census Designated Places (CDP), Cities 
and Towns

• CDPs are statistical geographic entities 
representing closely settled, unincorporated 
communities that are locally recognized and 
identified by name.



Tribal Geography

Legal Entities 
• Federally recognized American Indian 

reservations and off-reservation trust 
land areas

• State-recognized American Indian 
reservations

• Alaska Native Regional Corporations
• Hawaiian homelands 
• Tribal subdivisions that can divide 

these entities

Statistical Entities
• Alaska Native village statistical areas
• Oklahoma tribal statistical areas
• Tribal designated statistical areas
• State designated tribal statistical 

areas

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/geography/about/glossary.html#par_textimage_1



History of Race and Ethnicity
Collected in the U.S. Decennial Census

• Measured Since 1790
• Census form has reflected changes in

society
• Influenced by social, political, and economic

factors
• 1980 Census to present follows the Office 

Management and Budget standards

www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html

http://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html


Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)
U.S. Office of Management and Budget

 American Indian or Alaska Native - A person having origins in any 
of the original peoples of North and South America (including  
Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community 
attachment.

 Asian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the 
Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent including,  for 
example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.

 Black or African American - A person having origins in any of the 
black racial groups ofAfrica.

 Hispanic or Latino - A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin,  
regardless ofrace.

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander - A person having 
origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or  
other Pacific Islands.

 White - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of 
Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.

 The Census Bureau is also permitted to use the category “Some 
Other Race”

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf


American Community Survey

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/information-for/aian.html

Key Points: 
• Self-response:

• Indicate their race as “American Indian or Alaska Native”
• Report the name of their enrolled or principal tribe
• Report the name of their Indian group

• Respondents who identify themselves as “American Indian or 
Alaska Native” are asked to report their enrolled or principal tribe.

• Special procedures exist to increase the sampling rates for AIAN 
Areas:

• Reallocate the sample with the goal to produce more even 
quality across smaller geographic areas, including many 
American Indian and Alaska Native Areas

• Higher overall sample size
• Attempting a personal visit interview for all cases in most 

American Indian and Alaska Native Areas, compared to most 
areas of the country where we attempt to follow-up with only 
a sample of eligible cases



Why does understanding what we do 
matter? 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?g=0100000US%242500000&y=2020
&tid=DECENNIALPL2020.P1

2020 Census for All American Indian Area, Alaska Native 
Area, & Hawaiian Homelands within the United States 
Table P1

Total Population 331,449,281

Population of one race: 297,600,338

White alone 204,277,273

Black or African American alone 41,104,200

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 3,727,135

Asian alone 19,886,049

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 689,966

Some Other Race alone 27,915,715

Population of two or more races 33,848,943

2020 Census for The United States
Table P1



2. Navigating census.gov for Tribal Data 



Searching census.gov for data

https://www.census.gov/

1. Global Search (type in)
2. TOPIC - search by subjects 

in dropdown or A-Z list 
3. DATA & Maps - search by 

directly using a data 
product tool

4. SURVEYS/PROGRAMS –
search by the specific 
source of the data – ACS, 
population estimates …



How to find data products for Tribal Areas and Populations

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/survey-explorer/

Use to Search for programs by: 
Geography: Tribal Area
Subtopics: Race 

Caution: using global search to 
type in a specific Tribal group or 
Tribal geography



EXPLORE DATA Tools and Apps 

Does this house the data you need? 
Tribal 
Area

AIAN 
Population

Census Business Builder Y

Census Survey Explorer Y Y

Data Equity Tools Y

Explore Census Data Y Y
Longitudinal Employer- Household 
Dynamics (LEHD) Y

My Community Explorer Y

My Tribal Area Y Y

QuickFacts Y

TIGERweb Y Y

ACS Narrative Profile Y Y
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html



Live Demonstration

My Tribal Area

ACS Narrative Profile

Explore Census Data 



3. Additional Resources 



Intergovernmental Affairs

https://www.census.gov/about/cong-gov-affairs/intergovernmental-
affairs/tribal-aian.html



Data Dissemination & Training Branch 

Census Academy
 Subscribe to Census.gov/academy
Join our educational hub to receive our updates and 
training products

• Data Gems - These short “how-to” videos are an 
easy and quick way  to increase your knowledge of 
Census data. Get them in  your inbox!

• Data Courses - You will learn-at-your-own-pace 
with these video- tutorials designed for different 
skill levels.

• Webinars - Learn about our data releases and tools 
while attending  these live virtual classes.

Data Dissemination and Training Branch 
 Bring our data experts to you.

Request a free data training for your organization. Contact 
us: Census.askdata@census.gov or 1-844-ASK-DATA

Kimberly Davis 
Data Dissemination Specialist 

Data Dissemination and Training Branch, 
Customer Liaison & Marketing Services 

Office
U.S. Census Bureau 

303-895-7500
Kimberly.ann.davis@census.gov

mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov


Questions and Feedback

Feedback link, available in the chatQuestions?

Thank you for joining this Census Academy presentation today!
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